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Message from Our Chair
I am pleased to share with you the 2021 School Safety
Subcabinet Annual Report summarizing the annual activities of
the Maryland Center for School Safety (MCSS), a dedicated
partner in delivering a world-class education to every child.

We thank our stakeholders for their commitment to Maryland’s
children and maintaining the safety of both our brick and
mortar and virtual school communities. 

With the reintegration of our students into an in-person learning environment this
school year, the Maryland Center for School Safety continues to play an essential
role in reimagining the future of our school communities. 

The work of all of our educators, school staff and stakeholders working in
collaboration will be especially critical moving forward. To protect the physical and
emotional wellbeing of our students, we must rally around them, harnessing best
practices and applying them to our new normal - because our past normal was not
good enough. We can and will be better. 

As we emerge from the Covid-19 pandemic and implement the Blueprint for
Maryland’s Future, we have a once in a generation opportunity to bring real,
meaningful change - and usher in a new era of true education excellence and
equity. 

Thank you to our partners who work to achieve the MCSS mission of promoting
and enhancing safer school communities, including members of the School Safety
Subcabinet, Advisory Board, and Student Focus Group, for remaining focused on
ensuring that every Maryland school provides every student a safe, fair, and
inclusive educational environment.

Mohammed Choudhury
State Superintendent of Schools
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About Us
The Maryland Center for School Safety (MCSS), an independent unit within the
Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE), collaborates with schools,
educators, mental health professionals, law enforcement, students, parents, State
and local agencies, and community and other organizations in order to provide a
coordinated and comprehensive approach to school safety in Maryland. We
share information on best practices, programs, and resources, provide grants,
technical assistance, and training, collect, analyze, and integrate statewide data,
and promote interagency efforts to ensure safe schools across Maryland. 

Our shared efforts allow Maryland’s diverse schools to better identify and address
the needs and concerns of our students. In the process, we are creating inclusive
educational environments free from fear, harm, trauma, and unnecessary
hardship. 

�x�ã�@�@�ã����: To promote and enhance safer school communities. 

�à�ã�@�ã����: Safe schools, which are inclusive educational environments free from fear,
harm, trauma, and unnecessary hardship. 

�à�•�ü�V�º�@: Integrity, kindness, service, respect, and professionalism.

Community Recognition
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On March 22, 2021 Nicete Moodie, Maryland Association of Student Councils (MASC)
Executive Director, and Karen Crawford, MASC Assistant Executive Director, virtually
presented Kate Hession, MCSS Executive Director, with the Susan Nash Travetto Friend of
MASC Award for 2021. This award was presented to MCSS in recognition of the agency's
devotion of time, energy, and friendship to the Maryland Association of Student Councils, as
evidenced by the MCSS partnership with MASC to launch and nurture the MCSS Student
Focus Group (SFG), which gives students from around the State of Maryland a voice in
important school safety discussions while developing students' leadership skills. 



School Safety Subcabinet
The Maryland Safe to Learn Act of 2018 (Senate Bill 1265), which was signed into
law by Governor Hogan on April 10, 2018, significantly altered and expanded the
role of the Maryland Center for School Safety (MCSS). It also established the
School Safety Subcabinet and Advisory Board. The Subcabinet serves as a
regulatory authority and as the governing board of MCSS.

In 2021 the School Safety Subcabinet began holding meetings in person again;
yet, all public meetings continue to be streamed live. 

2021-2022 Subcabinet Members

Mohammed Choudhury, Chair
State Superintendent 

of Schools

Brian E. Frosh
Attorney General

of Maryland

Colonel Woodrow W. Jones III
Superintendent of State Police

Dennis R. Schrader
Secretary of Health

Carol A. Beatty
Secretary of Disabilities

Robert A. Gorrell
Executive Director of the 
Interagency Commission 

on School Construction

Recordings of School Safety Subcabinet meetings can be found and viewed at schoolsafety.maryland.gov. 
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School Safety Advisory Board
The Advisory Board provides the Subcabinet with school safety recommendations. 

In 2021 the Subcabinet, MCSS, and Board bid a fond farewell to departing members
Jayshree Srinivasan, Dr. Chanta Booker, Rachael Faulkner, and Jon Carrier. We thank
them for their dedication to public safety and service to the Board, Subcabinet, and
MCSS, and we wish them well in their future endeavors.

2021-2022 Advisory Board Members

Dr. George Arlotto, Chair
Superintendent of Anne Arundel 
County Public Schools

Eric Ebersole
Maryland House of Delegates

Katherine Klausmeier
Maryland State Senate

Dr. Sharon A. Hoover
Center for School Mental Health

Karin Bailey
Maryland Association of Boards of
Education

Dr. Kellie Anderson
School Psychologist

Pamela Gaddy
Maryland State Education Association

James T. Bell
Parent of a Public School Student

Lourdes Padilla
Department of Human Services

Andrew Tress
Department of Juvenile Services

Detective Lawrence E. Smith
Maryland Association of School
Resource Officers

Nicholas Shockney
Director of Special Education
Representative of a Non-Public School

Sheriff Scott Adams
Maryland Sheriffs’ Association

Chief Paul Kifer
Maryland Chiefs of Police Association

Scott Tiffin
Maryland Assembly on School-Based 
Health Care

David Engel
Maryland Coordination and Analysis
Center

Laurel Moody
Maryland Institute for Emergency 
Medical Services Systems

Claire Cabral 
Maryland Association of Student Councils

Manfred Reek
Representative of School Bus Drivers

Megan Berger
Disability Rights Maryland

Dr. Jodi Colman
School Principal

Captain Patrick D. Herring
Parent of a Child with Disabilities

Thomas E. Alban
Representative of a Non-Public School

Lee-Nadine Oppenheim
Representative of Non-Public Special
Education Facility​

Recordings/minutes of Advisory Board meetings can be found and viewed at schoolsafety.maryland.gov. 
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Student Focus Group
The inaugural Maryland Center for School Safety Student Focus Group (SFG)
accomplished a great deal during the 2020-2021 school year. The twelve passionate
founding members provided MCSS with invaluable feedback about how it can better
engage with students across the state, and participated in live conversations about
teen mental health, which were shared on MCSS social media accounts. 

The twenty-five middle and high school students who are a part of the 2021-2022 SFG
continue to provide MCSS with feedback and recommendations regarding school
safety issues while diving deeply into timely and important school safety topics with
national and state experts in school safety. 
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2021-2022 Student Focus Group Members

Melany Benites
Prince George’s County

Claire Cabral
Baltimore County

Mason Carter
Frederick County

Emelia Crown
Baltimore City

Lucinda Diehl
Carroll County

Brendon Dunne
Worcester County

Panagiotis Fafalios
Baltimore County

Lena Fisher
Frederick County

Taylor Gepes-Carroll
Frederick County

Abigail Giroux
Baltimore City

Roah Hassan
Baltimore County

Ye ji (Sophie) Kang
Howard County

Julianna Lewis
Cecil County

Peyton McDonald
Allegany County

Henry Meiser
St. Mary’s County

Jordan Mueller
Anne Arundel County

Bethany Niehaus
Dorchester County

Paige P.
Calvert County

Jack Putnam
Frederick County

Raine Schultze
Frederick County

Heidi Stephens
Cecil County

Pranshu Tyagi
Montgomery County

Schuyler Ward
Anne Arundel County

Hailey Wildesen
Garrett County

Claire Woynerowski
Anne Arundel County



Staff
The individuals who each day work to promote inclusive educational environments free
from fear, harm, trauma, and unnecessary hardship.

Leadership

Kate Bryan Hession
Executive Director

Joseph D. Pignataro
Deputy Director

Finance, Data, and Administration

Gifty Quarshie
Fiscal & Grants
Program Manager

Jeyan Jebaraj 
Business Solutions &
Data Manager​ 

Jesika McNeil
Executive Assistant

Operations

Ron Pierce
Regional Manager

Michael Rudinski
Regional Training & 
Certification Specialist

James Hott
Regional Training & 
Certification Specialist

Sandra Caldwell
School Safety Analyst

Engagement

Craig Meister 
Communications & 
Engagement Manager 

Maryland Office of the Attorney General

Dawn Luedtke 
Assistant Attorney General & 
Counsel to MCSS
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Safe Schools
Maryland

Training and
Engagement

Training for Today and Tomorrow
As pandemic restrictions eased by Summer 2021 MCSS had transitioned all of its
Maryland Model SRO Training for School Resource Officers (SROs) and School
Security Employees (SSEs) from independent study format back to synchronous
format. At the same time, and in consideration of public feedback and evolving
professional practices, MCSS redesigned the training to become even more robust.
Increasing from forty to eighty hours by early 2022, the Maryland Model SRO
Training will include even greater attention to topics ranging from restorative
approaches and normative adolescent behavior to crisis intervention and Crime
Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED). These enhancements augment
pre-existing modules that cover school safety planning, implicit bias, behavioral
threat assessments, and hate bias/hate crimes.

In 2021 MCSS also continued to provide
safety partners, educators, students,
and parents additional training
covering a variety of school safety
topics. Examples include the
Understanding the Role of the SRO
professional development course,
School Safety Coordinator Certification
Training, which is a hybrid of MCSS
SRO training and FEMA Incident
Command System (ICS) training, and
new this year, Potential for Violence –
Return to School, which to addresses
important issues related to the return
to in-person learning after pandemic-
related campus closures. 

Recognized for Excellence
This year, MCSS school safety analyst, Sandra Caldwell,
was honored as an instructor of the year by the
Maryland Police Training Commission for her role in
training SROs and SSEs throughout the year and for
her ongoing commitment to training community
members and school officials how to use the Safe
Schools Maryland Anonymous Reporting System.

Fiscal Year 
2021 Grants

Information
Collection  
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