MARYLAND CENTER FOR SCHOOL SAFETYL—

October 01, 2018

The Honorable Larry Hogan

Governor

100 State Circle

Annapolis, MD 21401

The Honorable Thomas V. “Mike” Miller, Jr. The Honorable Michael E. Busch
President Speaker

Senate of Maryland Maryland House of Delegates
State House, H-107 State House, H-101

Annapolis, MD 21401 Annapolis, MD 21401-1991

Re: Report required by State Government Article ED §7-1508(e)(3)

Dear Governor Hogan, President Miller, and Speaker Busch:

Pursuant to the Maryland Safe to Learn Act of 2018 (Senate Bill 1265) ED §7-1508(e)(3), the
Maryland Center of School Safety (Center) respectfully submits this report summarizing School
Resource Officer (SRO) assignments within each local school system’s jurisdiction for 2018-2019

school year as well as the adequate local law enforcement coverage at those high schools that are
not assigned a SRO.

If you have any questions regarding this report, please contact Edward A, Clarke, Executive
Director, Maryland Center for School Safety, edward.clarke@maryland.gov or (301) 370-3497.

Sincerely,

Cpind  Clhde

Edward A. Clarke
Executive Director
Maryland Center for School Safety

CC:
Sarah Albert, Department of Legislative Services (5 copies)



The Maryland Safe to Learn Act of 2018, Senate Bill (SB) 1265, was enacted with the purpose of
improving school safety. Under the Act, the Center is required to submit a report summarizing
School Resource Officer (SRO) assignments within each local school system’s jurisdiction for the
2018-2019 school year as well as the adequate local law enforcement coverage provided at those
high schools that are not assigned a SRO.

Each local school system filed a report prior to the start of the 2018-2109 school year outlining
SRO coverage at their high schools and the adequate local law enforcement coverage provided for
those high school that do not have a SRO assigned. Some local law enforcement agencies may use
a different reference other than SRO but these officers, deputies, or school police officers perform
the duties of a traditional SRO.

The majority of the public high schools in the State of Maryland have a SRO assigned to the school
during the academic day.

For those public high schools that do not have a SRO assigned the local school system and high
school in collaboration with local law enforcement have developed adequate local law
enforcement coverage that is being provided to the public high school.

Local law enforcement adequate coverage varies from jurisdiction to jurisdiction but the outcomes
are similar in nature and consist of the following:

e Roving local law enforcement officers, deputies, and school police officers assigned a
geographic region where public high schools are located patrol the area of the high
school during the academic day and will respond to calls for service at the schools. These
officers, deputies, and school police officers are familiar with high schools in their
regions. In addition, they can write reports while parked on school property or they can
walk into to the school for proactive positive engagement opportunities and outreach
with students, administrators, and staff.

e Some SROs are assigned to a public high school but also provide SRO related-services
and support to the elementary schools and middle schools in the feeder pattern of the
high school or to those schools that are in close proximity to the high school.

e Some local law enforcement adequate coverage consists of Sheriff deputies working
overtime to provide adequate coverage to high schools. This type of coverage is also

supplemented by patrol deputies who would respond to calls for service at high schools
not assigned a SRO.

e Local law enforcement agencies also provide supplemental patrol service and respond
to calls for service at the public high schools when needed.

e SRO supervisors also provide supplemental patrol service and respond to calls for
service at the public high schools when needed.

(8]



e Some Maryland State Police troopers are assigned to conduct school safety checks at
public high schools in their area of patrol. These checks allow troopers to supplement
SRO and local law enforcement coverage at public high schools.

This opportunity also allows for proactive positive engagement and outreach with
students, administrators, and staff.

e Some local school systems have allowed officers/deputies who are not SROs access to
the school's Wi-Fi system so they can check emails and conduct other official business
while at the school or on school property. This opportunity allows for increased patrol
coverage of schools and proactive positive engagement and outreach with students,
administrators, and staff.

e In any public high school critical incident/emergency especially when the incident
involves a threat to life safety there will be additional officers/deputies who would be
dispatched to assist the SRO in responding to and addressing the incident/emergency.
In these situations, off-duty officers/deputies in the area may also respond to provide
immediate assistance.

Some local law enforcement agencies are trying to hire new officers/deputies so they can then train
and assign experienced officers/deputies as SROs.

Outlined below are tables which reflect local school systems high schools to include
middle/high, alternative, vocational, technical, and special high schools that have an assigned
SRO and adequate local law enforcement coverage provided for those high schools that do not
have a SRO assigned.
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